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Stacy Jussila’s turbo-prop Pilatus PC-21 in a roll at last weekend’s “Old Farts Fun Fly”. 
Unfortunately the next flight was to be it’s last.

Next Club Meeting:  Wednesday, Sep 5th, 19:30, CARFF Clubhouse

Upcoming  CARFF Flying Event: Western Canadian Pattern Contest; 0800, Aug 25
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2018 Executive, Standing Committees and Contacts

CARFF EXECUTIVE

President Jon From, 403-896-7175, jon@cloud9aviation.ca

Vice Pres. Ron Hall, 587-877-9720,  tr_hall@hotmail.com

Secretary Chris Warner, 403-589-0298, warner_c@hotmail.com

Treasurer  Wayne Hutmacher, 403-342-2801, whutmacher@shaw.ca
(Interim)

Director Brian Davies, 403-318-4577,  ve6ckc@gmail.com

Director Tony Lindhout, 403-347-8463, tslindhout@shaw.ca

Director Will Gross, 403-346-6119, ti2wgo@hotmail.com

Director Rob McCoy, 403-347-1363, rgmccoy@shaw.ca

CLUBHOUSE MANAGEMENT
TBA 

FIELD AND MAINTENANCE COORDINATOR
Rob McCoy (403) 347-1363

INSTRUCTOR COORDINATORS
Will Gross 403-346-6119,
Rob McCoy 403-347-1363, cell: 403-396-5747

AUCTION 
Rob & Gale McCoy

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Eraldo Pomare, 403-343-2072, pomare@telusplanet.net
snail-mail: 1 MacKenzie Crescent, Red Deer, AB, T4N 0H6

WEBMASTER
Vince Mulhall, 403-755-1953, cell: 403-872-1911, vmulhall@shaw.ca

COUNTY OF RED DEER BYLAW ENFORCEMENT
403-343-6301 (Call will be forwarded to member on duty). 
Fire Burning Permit: Not Required. 

Field GPS Coordinates: N52o 12’ 6”, W113o 42’ 18” (N52o 12.106’, W113o 42.304’)
CARFF on Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/groups/1418503868392501/
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Flying Field History of Central Alberta Radio Fun Flyers 
(CARFF) 

By Rene Weber, past president CARFF 

When I joined the flying club in 1981 we were flying from a small field 5 miles west of 
Highway 2 south of Highway 11 in the Burnt Lake district. It was located on the farm of the 
late Mr. Angus McLeod.  The farm house was rented out to a Mr. John Fromm who was very 
sympathetic towards our cause and frequently took it upon himself to mow the grass and 
ensure that we could enjoy our hobby. He himself eventually took up flying model aircraft. 
The field was very low lying pasture land and had to be accessed through the farm yard. 
Immediately to the west of the field are the Cygnet Lake/Burnt lake wetlands. The road 
allowance leading west from the farm was impassable. Mr. McLeod willed his farm to the 
Catholic Sisters at the Red Deer Convent who informed us that they would prefer that we find 
a different flying site. Even at that time the rumor was also going around that the department 
of Highways was proposing to build a new Highway 11 which would encroach on this flying 
site. It would likely be totally unacceptable to fly this close to a major road. 

John Pollock, a member of our club who also flew his own full size home built plane started to 
scout around the country for possible flying sites. Even at that time noise level was a concern 
and we were looking for a somewhat remote site. We did establish an interim flying site in 
north Red Deer which today would be west of Taylor Drive and just on the north side of 
Johnston Landing. John Ferguson felt strongly that we should have a flying site within the city 
and was involved in negotiations with the city in regards to a permanent flying site within the 
Waskasoo Park system of the City of Red  Deer.  In order to keep our options open, these 
negotiations carried on even after we had entered into a lease agreement with Norm 
Bawtinheimer.  

John Pollock found our current site and established contact with the landowner, Mr. Norman 
Bawtinheimer, on his own undertaking. Norm was a pioneer farmer in the Springvale district 
and operated a typical mixed farming operation. The land in question was very low land and 
frequently flooded in the spring or after heavy rain falls. The water table in that area was 
very high and the quarter that we were interested in even had an artesian well. The east-
west road immediately south of the flying field was merely a dirt trail which after even a 
small amount of rainfall became impassable. Mr. Bawtimheimer did not farm the lower (south 
end) of this quarter section because it was often inaccessible with farm machinery. He even 
cautioned us against drilling water wells. Some years prior an oil seismic company decided to 
prospect the area and drilled a hole to place explosives for their seismic work.  Norm tried to 
warn the company about the high water table and the presence of artesian wells.  In spite of 
all his warnings the company went ahead but soon found themselves in a lot of difficulty with 
flowing water wells and was forced to spend much time and resources to stop the flow of 
water.  
John Pollock felt that the site had quite a few merits to establish a flying field, it was open 
without obstructions that would impede take offs and landings, flat, in natural grass, fairly 
secluded and reasonably close to town. The closest residence was the Bawtinheimer 
farmstead which is plainly visible from the flying field. The residence in the next section to 
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 the southeast was not built until much later when Mr. Dave Hicke moved there to establish a 
farm and a horse breeding operation.  Mr. Bawtimheimer was quite receptive to John Pollock’s 
proposal. In spite of objections from some of the members stating that the access was too 
difficult and unreliable the club decided to move to the current location for flying more or 
less by default. Yes, there were some difficulties with access and it was not uncommon for 
someone to get stuck as a result of poor judgment, an urge to go flying regardless of the 
conditions or just poor driving skills. Again, we were extremely fortunate to have Norm as our 
landlord and neighbor. Norm would often show up at the field to watch the planes fly which 
he seemed to enjoy tremendously. When somebody would get stuck in a bog hole it would not 
take very long before the Massey Ferguson tractor came rolling down the road. The annual 
rent for the field was $ 550.00. 
  

Marv Heinzelmeir, one of our members at the time took it upon himself to be the field 
custodian. Marv did a huge amount of work to maintain the field and make all kinds of 
improvement including moving and old single car garage to the site to store equipment and to 
serve as an elementary club house. He also attempted to get the county to improve the road. 
Marv developed a very close relationship with Norm. The president, Rene Weber also had the 
privilege to have Norm as a loyal client and had a very good working relationship. Marv and 
Rene would frequently muse about the possibility of the club owning its own flying site to 
provide more security and not be at the mercy of a landlord.  Most of the members enjoyed 
the field and were quite happy there. 
Marv started to have some conversations with Norm about our dream to some day in the 
future owning our own flying field. The minutes of the CARFF meeting June 6, 1986 has to 
following entry: 
 “Marv reported to the club meeting that Norm may be willing to sell some land”. 
 At the same meeting John Ferguson reported to the club that there may be a possibility for a 
flying field at the city dump after it was reclaimed for park land. 

Marv and Rene discussed the field’s potential a fair bit and they both felt that Norm might be 
approachable. Rene was president of the club at that time and the general feeling of the club 
seemed to be supportive. The biggest concerns for most of the members were the finances. 
Can we really afford this venture? There were also some strenuous objections from a vocal 
minority about the location and accessibility. The executive at the time had the courage of 
conviction to push ahead with the project and started to do some preliminary research.  

The following report was tabled at the October 1, 1986 CARFF meeting by President Rene 
Weber: 

 Field location: SE 30-37-26W4 
 Present Owner: Mr. Norman Bawtinheimer 
 Size of parcel:  630 feet north from south property fence 
               730 feet from west fence of quarter 
 Current Zoning: Agricultural 
 Zoning after subdivision: Likely to be commercial 

Land prices: Due to the low lying land and alkaline soil condition the land has 
only marginal 
 Value for agricultural purposes. Low lying pasture land in this area should sell 
for $ 500.00  
To 700.00 per acre. 
Estimated Land taxes:  Approximately $ 550.00.  
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Subdivision cost: Should be minimal due to the fact that we are getting the 
surveying donated 
There may only be a land transfer fee involved. 
Most of the subdivision leg work can be done by the club and will likely take 6 – 8 
month 
to completion. 
It is likely that this application will have to go to appeal to the provincial appeal 
board. 

Financing:  
 Club Funds:  3000.00 
 Financing:    $3000.00 – 4000.00 
Financing possibilities:  
1) Application to Alberta Recreation and Wildlife Fund (Lottery money) 
2) Issuing of Debentures to club members. Sample included. The face amount of 

the Debentures will be $100.00. The club will intend to retire the debentures 
as soon as the club can afford it. The proposed interest on the debentures was 
7% per annum and the debentures had no fixed repayment date. 

3) Special assessment of dues to meet the short falls 
4) Financing through vendor. 
Performa Budget: 
Costs involved other than ordinary maintenance currently undertaken and 
financed through club dues 
Taxes:  $ 550.00 
Interest on Debentures: $210.00 to $280.00 per year. 

The following motion was passed at the same meeting: 

“Motioned that the executive of CARFF be authorized on behalf of the club to 
negotiate with the property owner for the purchase of 10 acres of land in an 
amount not to exceed $ 7000.00 including the cost of subdivision.” 
Moved by Herb Der 
Seconded by Marv Heinzelmeir.” 
The motion was carried. 

At the same meeting it was also moved to discontinue the negotiations with the city. 

The following club members were present at the Nov. 5 1986 meeting: 

Murray Redel, Gary Allison, John Ferguson Sr., John Ferguson, Garret Visser 
(treasurer), Ron Simonson,  Rene Weber (president), Brad Cleland, Ken Heck, Roland 
Goulet, John Coop, Willhelm Vos, Marv Heinzelmeir, Keith Wells, Bruce Felt, Burt 
DeGrood, Terry Ruda, Bruce Heaton. 
By Proxy, given to President Rene: Joe Stenhouse and John Pollock. 
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Marv Heinzelmeir and Rene Weber went to see Norm at his farm one morning to have a 
neighborly coffee. We timidly opened the subject of purchasing a few acres. To their surprise, 
Norm was quite receptive to the idea; they all agreed that 10 acres would be a very nice size. 
They asked him the price per acre to which he replied: “What ever you think is fair and you 
can afford”.  They offered him $500.00 per acre. 

Again, to their surprise, Norm accepted without hesitation and also offered us all his 
assistance to get permission from the county to subdivide 10 acres from the southwest corner 
of the quarter section. 
Marv and Rene left in a state of mild euphoria but also had some trepidation. What did we get 
ourselves into?  
They immediately started the subdivision process with the county. Statements were collected 
from the surrounding farmers in support of our cause to be presented to Red Deer County 
Council. The reception at county council was quite warm and the fact that Rene Weber had a 
professional relationship with some of councilors helped our cause considerably. 

Minutes of CARFF meeting Nov. 5 1986: 

 “Rene informed the membership that we now have an agreement for sale with 
Norm Bawtinheimer. $ 100.00 was put down with an agreed price of $ 5000.00. The 
above mentioned agreement encompasses 622.3 feet from the road allowance to 9 feet 
inside the north boundary of our existing runway and 700 feet from east fence line to 
west fence line. Application for subdivision has been submitted and response to this 
date has been positive.” 

Approval of the subdivision was granted at the county level. There were no objections 
received from the surrounding land owners.  
The surveying of the lot was donated by Jim Horn of Horn Surveys. The legal work was 
donated by Mr. Robert Schnell of the Law firm Schnell and Lawrence. 

The Financing. 

As mentioned in the previous report, several possible ways to finance the purchase were 
considered. 
At the meeting on Nov 5, 1986 a resolution was presented for consideration authorizing the 
issuing and selling of debentures to the club members. (Copy of resolution is attached). 
The resolution passed. 

Along with all the rest of the work that was going on the president, Rene Weber also started 
an application for grant money through the Alberta Recreation and Wildlife Foundation. The 
club was successful in obtaining a grant of $ 3500.00. This in effect gave the club enough 
money along with the club reserves to finance the purchase without going into debt. In the 
spring of 1987 at the Mall show in the Bower Place Shopping Centre, Brad Cleland, who 
succeeded Rene Weber as president, had the pleasure of accepting a cheque from the Alberta 
Recreation and Wildlife Foundation presented by Mr. Jim Todd, one of the directors of the 
foundation. 
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The grand opening of our own field took place on August 9th, 1987. From then on the field was 
officially designated as the Bawtinheimer Flying Field.  Unfortunately, Norm Bawtinheimer 
was not well enough to attend the grand opening. Thus CARFF became the envy of many RC 
Modeling clubs who owned their own flying field. 
The guests of honor  included Jim Todd, director of the Alberta Recreation and Wildlife 
Foundation, Mr. Robert McGee, mayor of the City of Red Deer, Mr. Wm. Hazlett, county 
councilor County of Red Deer and Peter Carey from Edmonton, Zone director for Model 
Aeronautics Association of Canada. 

  

Mr. Jim Todd, Alberta Recreation and Wildlife Foundation presenting a cheque for $3500.00 to 
Brad Cleland, president of CARFF. 
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Note: Caption applies to upper & lower  
photos
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Photos from the 2018 Cold Lake Airshow
Wayne Hutmacher 
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Ron Hall’s Kit-Bashed 4-Star 40: Finished & Flying

EDITOR’S SOAPBOX
Eraldo Pomare
Sunday’s weather was way smarter than Saturday’s for the Old Farts Fun Fly.  Some 
outstanding flying - jets, foamies, sailplanes, aerotowing.  Great fun.  Sadly, Stacy lost his 
Pilatus to tera-firma but he plans to be back with another.  Monday’s attendance was down a bit, 
and the weather, while good, was not perfect like Sunday’s.

Will Gross will be hosting the Western Canadian Pattern Championship on Sat. Aug 25.  A great 
opportunity to try your hand at pattern in one of the several classes ranging from novice to full-
on FAI.  Give Will a call at 403-346-6119 for more info.

Note: “The Antenna” needs your articles, photos and sketches!  Previously published articles must be accompanied by a release 
(permission) from the copyright holder.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
NEXT CARFF FLYING EVENT:  Western Canadian Pattern Championship, CARFF Field, 0800, Organizer: Will Gross   



�11

CARFF General Meeting 
August 1, 2018 Minutes 

In Attendance: Adam Tomalty, Chris Warner, George Rehman, Gary Allison, Tony Lindhout, Wayne Hutmacher,Rob 
McCoy, Ron Hall, Randolph Janssen, John Cameron Time Hergert, Nico Marais and  Jon Fromm. 

The meeting was called to order @ 19:32  by Jon.  

Agenda:  Additions - None.                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Motion made by George, seconded by Tony to approve agenda.  Carried. 

                                                                                                                               
Minutes:   
                  Motion was made by Rob , seconded by George to adopt the July minutes as published in the 
newsletter.  Carried. 

Financial Report: 
                Bank Account $28,509.70  GIC  $15,540.92 for a total of $44,050.62 
                Motion by Wayne,  seconded by George to to adopt the financial report.  Carried.    
                    
                 
Old Business: 
                  Old Farts Fun Fly Aug long weekend (Aug 4,5 and 6)  Camping available.   
                  Pattern Contest Aug 25 and 26 . Contact will for more information.. 
                                      
New Business: 
                 Gale McCoy has stepped down as Treasurer of CARFF.  Volunteers? 
                 George made a motion to have Wayne Hutmacher Interim Treasurer with signing authority for the Carff 
Club  
                               Seconded by Tony, Carried by all..    
                  .   
                     
                
Open Discussion:   
                  None recorded . 
  
  
Adjournment   

Motion to adjourn by George, at approx. 19:55. 
Carried. 
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FOR SALE 
 

ESM Messerschmidt; full radio and OS 160, 
complete except for 6v Battery 
Flown 4 times, engine run 18 times 
$400.00 (almost $1800 new) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tower Hobbies KAOS 60, complete less engine 
Awesome flyer 
$200.00 ( almost $525 new) 
 
 
 
 
 
Flite Line TIGERCAT, ready to go, bind and fly, 
needs 2-  4s - 3300mah Lipo 
$275.00 ( almost $600 new) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Great Planes WACO Bipe, airframe only, with 
new cowl and wheelpants 
$275.00 ( almost  $725 new) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Call John Ferguson @ 403-302-3213 
Need some shop space. 
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2018 Calendar of CARFF Events

Sep 5, 2018 (Wed) Club Meeting, 7:30 PM, CARFF Field
Aug 25, 2018 (Sat) Western Canadian Pattern Championship - Organizer: Will Gross
Sep 15/16 (Sat/Sun) Dogfight over Benalto - Organizer: Gary Hillman
Oct 3, 2018 (Wed) Club Meeting, 7:30 PM, CARFF Field
Nov 7, 2018 (Wed) Club Meeting, 7:30 PM, Red Deer Flying Club
Dec 5, 2018 (Wed) Club Meeting, 7:30 PM, Red Deer Flying Club **Election Night 2018**

NOTE: If you know of other clubs who would like to have their events listed in the CARFF newsletter, 
please have them send the info to the editor
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